








We are a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the global ministries of the Church.



OPENING PRAYER
GOD’S WORD.  KING’S MENTOR.



GOD’S WORD.  KING’S SERMONS.

OVERVIEW



SCRIPTURES
GOD’S WORD.  KING’S MENTOR.



LECTIO DIVINIA
(DIVINE READING)

practice of scriptural reading, meditation and 

prayer intended to promote communion with God 

and to increase the knowledge of God's word.

Read. Reflect. Respond. Rest.



Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. This is the first 

and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.

Matthew 22:37-39



Backs Against the Wall
The Howard Thurman Story.

Watch on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVl_irB59lM


Watch on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVl_irB59lM


Reflection 

Questions.

Howard Thurman believed that if you let the "bad stuff" (the injustice 

and hatred of the world) get inside you, it has the power to destroy 

you. Think about a time you felt marginalized or misunderstood. How 

did you maintain your sense of "inherent worth"? What "inner anchors" 

do you rely on to keep your spirit intact when external circumstances 

are difficult?



Reflection 

Questions.

How does your understanding of a historical figure or a spiritual 

tradition change when you view them through the eyes of the 

"disinherited" (those with their backs against the wall)? In your own life, 

do you find yourself drawn more to the institutional rules of your 

beliefs/values, or to the original spirit and lived experience behind 

them?



Reflection 

Questions.

We often celebrate the loudest voices or the most visible leaders in 

social movements. Has this film changed how you view the 

"background" work of mentors, thinkers, and mystics? How do you 

balance the need for "outward action" in your own life with the need 

for "inward quiet" and reflection?



When the song of the angels is stilled,

when the star in the sky is gone,

when the kings and princes are home,

when the shepherds are back with their flocks,

the work of Christmas begins:

to find the lost,

to heal the broken,

to feed the hungry,

to release the prisoner,

to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among the people,

to make music in the heart.

THE WORK OF 

CHRISTMAS

from Howard Thurman’s The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations



CLOSING 

PRAYER
GOD’S WORD.  KING’S MENTOR.



CLOSING SONG
GOD’S WORD.  KING’S MENTOR.
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